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Editorial

Aswamedham is a beautiful Malayalam poem. Listening to it will cool your heart as well provoke your mind. The term aswamedham, the so called conceited manifestation of courage and valiance by emperors and kings of the ancient era is not unknown to us. Time has changed, forms of aswamedham also. This particular poem is a witness to that change. Poet, here, proclaims standing on his toes, that he is entering an aswamedham. His Yagaaswam is his poetic prodigy. He concludes the poem clarifying that he is neither a magician nor a god but an ordinary human of flesh and blood and so he places the challenge whether there is anyone to stop his aswam and knot it!

A meaningful poem depicting my mind and may be that of many of us. One way or the other, I think, most of us are busy preparing an aswamedham. Ready to let loose a yagaaaswam in this battlefield to return undefeated. In manifold forms and figures yagaaswams are hurrying in this market yard. When we bend our tongue just to number and narrate our feats, to criticize, to accuse and to laugh at the other forgetting or rather yearning to forget or hide similar failures of ours, when all our goals are having the secret agenda of advertising ourselves, when even our so called philanthropic missionary attempts are cutthroat competitive races, are we not engaged in Aswamedham? To a great extent the pompous Christian missions remind of the Trojan horse, in propaganda and prospects an unequivocal altruistic service but in truth….?
Aswamedhams are actually not expressions of gallantry but of inner insecurity and finiteness. While studying about the ‘handbags’ of women politicians in India the writer made a comparison of Sonia Gandhi, who never carries a handbag and Kumari Mayawati whose handbag has become an extension of her hand, so appears even in her statues, observes that real power centers do not carry handbags. A yagaaswam reflects a trembling heart. As long as one does not doubt ones power there is no scope for aswamedhams. 
History has an insightful material; no yagaaswam was so invincible and ever undefeated.

October 1, the Feast Day of the Little Flower, invites us to end all Aswamedhams. What aswamedham for one who was confined to four walls of Carmel?! What victory for one who bid bye at twenty-four?! What to lose for one who gained nothing?! To be a saint means to renounce not only everything earthly but also everything divine. She aimed not empires but humans. She traveled not on horse but on love. She won no battle but hearts. She hunted no-thing.

Message from the Provincial

Dear Rev. Fathers and Brothers,

First of all may I wish you a most Happy Feast of St. Therese of the Child Jesus our Heavenly Patroness. Last year on Mission Sunday the Holy Father Benedict XVI beatified her Parents Louis Martin and Zelie Guerin. As the Little Flower is the Patroness of the Missions, it is really significant for all of us who are working in the Missions, to seek their intercession to send more and more labourers to the Vineyard. This year is dedicated by the Pope as “the year of the Priest”. Really good vocations are born and nurtured in fervent catholic families.

The twin Silver Jubilee celebrations held in Gorakhpur namely that of the diocese of Gorakhpur and of its first Bishop’s Episcopal Ordination ought to call to our minds certain basic facts. It was our Founder Father Basilius who responded to the invitation of Msgr. Jerome Malenfant OFM Cap., the then Prefect Apostolic of Banaras-Gorakhpur given to the Orientals in the CBCI meeting held in Ernakulam in January 1970, that initiated the process of the erection of the diocese of Gorakhpur. Father Basilius with the then Superior General Fr. Seraphin Parambi met in Ernakulam and in Varanasi the Prefect Apostolic. As a result Fathers Robert and Boniface were sent to work in the Prefecture of Banaras - Gorakhpur in April 1970 itself without any written agreement. In August of the same year the Prefecture became the diocese of Varanasi and Bishop Patrick D’Souza was installed as its first Bishop. Only in 1974 a contract could be signed with Bishop Patrick by the then Superior General and the first batch of six CST Fathers came to Gorakhpur in April 1975. More and more CST Fathers came to Gorakhpur to work there. Yet the erection of the diocese was being delayed. The final stroke by Fr. Paul Karumathy the then Superior General who contacted the Ecclesiastical Authorities in Rome and argued against the undue delay, solved the situation and the diocese of Gorakhpur became a reality in June 1984. Mar Dominic Kokkat CST ordained Bishop on 4 October 1984 was installed as the first Bishop of Gorakhpur on 14 October 1984. Bishop Dominic put a strong foundation to the new diocese and built it up with the collaboration of the CST Fathers, of Father John Vianny OFM Cap. Rev. Brothers and Rev. Sisters. Bishop Thomas Thuruthimattam continues the apostolic mission. We the Priests and the Religious in the diocese shall carry on the mission initiated by our Founder, Fr. Basilius Panat under the shower of rose petals of St. Therese, our Patroness.

Fr. John Olickal CST

Information

1. Fr. Sunny Pulichamackathottiyil is appointed Associate Manager of Little Flower Automobiles, Jungle Sikri.

Address

:
Little Flower Ashram





Post Bag No. 1





MMM Engineering College P.O.





Gorakhpur, U.P.  -  273 010

Mobile 

:
09453607190

2.   Fr. Saji Paul Kochuputhenpura is doing B. Ed. course in Christ College, Bangalore. The following is his address and phone number
Residential Address:

Mar Makil Gurukulam






Dharmaram College P.O.






Balaji Nagar






Banglore - 560 029


Telephone

:
080 26685521, 080 41116910


Mobile 

:
09538246343

3.  Fr. Abhilash Sauriamkuzhiyil reached Germany on 04 September, 2009 as he is appointed in a parish. The following is his address and phone number.





P.Abhilash George CST

Kath. Pfarramt

Prälat-Endrich-Platz 9

88422 Bad Buchau

Germany.

 

Telephone
0049 – 7582 – 934883

Mobile 
0049 – 1605458456

Change in Telephone Number

4. Fr. Benny Konooran     09043844263 (Chennai),  09446947866 (Kerala)

News from the Provincial House

Homage to Fr. Thoomkuzhy 

On 17 July 2009, the 23rd anniversary of Fr. Joseph Thoomkuzhy, Bishop Thomas Thuruthimattam concelebrated the Holy Eucharist along with the Fathers working in the Diocese of Gorakhpur. During the homily Bishop Thomas emphasized that Fr. Joseph was a man of prayer and had lived a committed religious life. He was a model for all of us.

Initiation Ceremony 

The newly elected office bearers of St. Basil’s School Basti and those of Little Flower School Chargawan have assumed office on 3rd August and 12th August respectively. Fr. John Olickal, the Provincial officiated as the Chief Guest for both the ceremonies.  Fr. Provincial enlightened the students of the need to develop leadership qualities to guide our society and nation in the future.   

Priests Meeting

A meeting of the Priests of the Province was held in the Provincial House on Sunday 16 August 2009. The agenda of the meeting were: 

1. Budget system in the Province

2. Polytechnic/ITI in Jungle Sikri 

3. Restructuring of the Graduation/ Philosophy studies in our Congregation

4. Mission Orientation Centre in North India

In the meeting suggestions came to take steps to have the budget system, strict accounting and finance management in our Ashrams, Institutions and Registered Societies both in India and abroad.

As the admission of students to the present Vocational Training Centre at Jungle Sikri this year was very less compared to the previous years, many of the Fathers suggested to upgrade the present system to I T I or Polytechnic. By this we may be able to have financial viability for the centre. At the same time we will have courses for the few who will turn up for the NIOS courses. 

Regarding the recommendation for restructuring the Graduation / Philosophy Studies, there were discussions in the Priests Meeting. It is not practical that Seminarians do graduation under the respective Provinces.  When they go for diversified courses they should be accommodated in different places for which Mission Provinces have no convenience.  They will be dispersed, consequently distracted and dissipated.  In many of the Mission Stations the Priest in charge is alone.  He will not be able to guide and direct the Seminarians because of his busy schedule.  The Graduation can be simultaneously done along with Philosophy course as it is done now or affiliating the Philosophy course with any Christian University like Christ University in Banglore, making the Philosophy course equivalent to graduation. Our Theologians also could be sent to those Seminaries which are affiliated to any Christian University and their Theology course will be equivalent to Post Graduation. 

The meeting discussed on the Missiological/Theological Centre. The members of the Little Flower Province are convinced about the need of such a Centre.  Our first suggestion is that persons with special charism should come forward to start and run this Missiological Centre. He or they should have definite plan about this project. All expressed in the meeting the concern about raising funds for purchasing the land and constructing the required buildings. The Province has to give contribution to the Generalate.  Additional contributions are not within the capacity of the Province at present. However we make the suggestion to start the Mission Orientation Centre in a small way. In the beginning we shall start with short term Theology Programme for our Deacons and short courses on Missiology. At a later stage we shall think of one year Theology Programme and Regional Theology Centre. It can be gradually developed after having evaluated the impact on the formation. 

Provincial Synaxis – Second Session

The second session of the Third Ordinary Provincial Synaxis of Little Flower Province was held in the Provincial House at Chargawan from 16 to 19 August 2009. All the Members were present. We had lively discussions and suggestions were made on various topics including the multi-faceted development initiatives of the Province. At the end of the Synaxis Fr. John Olickal, Provincial thanked all the members for their valuable suggestions and contributions. 

Principals’ Meeting

A meeting of the Principals of the Catholic Schools in U.P. and U.K.(Uttarkhand) was held in Navasadhana, Varanasi on 16 and 17 September 2009. Fr. Jose Manjiyil, Fr. Antony Kolenchery, Fr. Roy Vattakara and Fr. Sinoj Thuruthipally participated in the meeting representing various schools. The main topic of the discussion was “Education as Ministry and Mission”. Fr. Joe Mannath SDB, the resource person reminded the Principals that our ministry of education is evangelization and not commercialization.

Child-Line Foundation Northern Region Meet

On 17 September 2009 Fr. Jose Manjiyil participated in Child-Line Foundation Northern Region Meet. The “Joy of Giving Programme” - Implementation and new Initiatives in helping the Missing Children – was the topic of discussion.

Higher Education Meeting

Catholic Higher Education meeting of Agra Ecclesiastical Region was conducted on 18 and 19 of September 2009 at Sacred Heart College, Sitapur. Fr. Jose Manjiyil, the Secretary of the Higher Education of Agra Ecclesiastical Region, participated in the meeting. It was a preparatory meeting for the Annual General Body. The main topic of their discussion was “New Trends in Higher Education and Policy Implementation”.  The decision was taken to give greater priority to Higher Education in Rural areas and for the dropouts through Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) and through other Open Distance Learning Mode.” 

ICSE Schools Meet

Fr. Benoy Palakuzhy participated in the Principals’ meeting of ICSE schools, at Naini Tal, on 19 and 20 of September 2009. Mr. Gerry Arathoon, additional Secretary and Officiating Chief Executive and Secretary of ICSE and ISC Schools was the Chief Guest of the meeting. Around 100 principals of ICSE and ISC Schools of U.P and U.K participated in the meeting. 

A Matter of Pride

It was a matter of great joy for the members of the Province to know that Fr. Cherian Elavakunnel has been awarded Ph.D. in Political Science on his research “The Impact of Indo-Nepal Open Border on the Politics of the Landlocked Nepal” from Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidypeeth, Varanasi and Fr.Benny Paul Thekkumkattil secured first rank in MSW from Nagpur Univeristy.  We appreciate and congratulate Fr. Cherian and Fr. Benny on thesegreat achievements.   

…..Saint of Our Own Day 

In preparation for the feast of St. Therese, our Heavenly Patroness we had nine days special devotion to her in the Provincial House. On 1 October, 2009 at 11 am we concelebrated with Bishop Thomas Thuruthimattom the Solemn High Mass offered at the Provincial House. Bishop Dominic Kokkatt preached the Homily of the day. In his message Bishop Dominic exhorted us to keep up the spirit of the Little Flower. Many Fathers, Sisters, Brothers and well-wishers participated in the celebration.   

Jubilee Celebration of the Diocese of Gorakhpur

The Silver Jubilee of the Diocese of Gorakhpur was celebrated on 4 October, 2009.  Bishop Dominic Kokkat, the First Bishop of the Diocese was the main celebrant of the Solemn High Mass. Bishop Thomas Thuruthimattom, Archbishop Albert D’Souza, the Arch Bishop of Agra and many other Bishops and Priests concelebrated. Archbishop Albert D’Souza gave the Jubilee Message. In his message he emphasized that though the diocese has grown in different fields it has to grow in the field of evangelization also.

In the evening during the public function Justice Cyriac Joseph Judge of the Supreme Court was the Chief Guest of the function. He said, “forgiveness is the greatest virtue of Christianity”. He exhorted people to respect other religions. He repeatedly said that equal treatment to all religions could solve many problems. District Magistrate Ajay Kumar Sukla, Air officer Commanding of Air Force Station Gorakhpur HKJS Shokey and SL Malik, the Vice Chancillor of DDU Gorakhpur University were the other dignitaries who participated in the programme. 

Many Bishops, Superior Generals, Provincial Superiors and various Major Seminary Rectors also were present.  Fr. Augustine Tharapath, the Vicar General of our Congregation felicitated during the function. In their felicitation many emphasized the hard work of the CST Fathers during last twenty five years.

Visit of the Bishops

On 03 October, 2009 we were blessed with the visit of a few Bishops. Archbishop Albert D’Souza of Agra, Bishop Gracian Mundadan CMI, Bishop of Bijnor, Bishop Dominic Kokkat CST and Bishop Thomas Thuruthimattom CST  visited the Provincial House and had lunch with us. 

News from Nepal

1. Fr. Provincial’s visit

Fr. Provincial visited all our members and ashrams in Nepal and encouraged us in our work. He held a meeting with all the Fathers and discussed many important matters that are related to the smooth running of our Nepal Mission. Our sincere thank to Fr. Provincial for his visit.

2. Jesuit Scholastics for Exposure Program

Six Jesuit Scholastics from Kathmandu, under the guidance of Fr. Jomon S.J.  came to the Chepang school for Exposure Program. They spent a day with the children and children entertained them well as they were in a leisurely mood after their II Term examinations that were completed on the previous day of their visit. They visited a Chepang village which was 38  k.m. away from here. Observing the life situation of the Chepangs in the remote hills and forests, and the utter poverty in which they live, the Scholastics very much appreciated the undertaking which the CSTs have initiated for them. All the four days they spent the night in Little Flower School. We too enjoyed their company thoroughly. 

3. A Project with the European Union for the Chepang children 

The European Union invited applications for projects for development of the vulnerable and marginalized Groups from cluster of organizations. Accordingly four Organizations came together under the leadership of CCS Italy to workout a project mainly in the Chepang dominated villages. Nepal Little Flower Society, Nepal Chepang Association and FORWAD are the other three Organizations. All these organizations are closely associated with the Chepangs. Nepal Little Flower Society has agreed to look after the Education and Health component of the project. The Concept Paper sent by us was approved by the European Union, and Fr. Cherian, who is the coordinator of the Education and Health component of this project, is busy preparing the complete project in the given format for ensuring quality Education and Health Care to the Chepang children in the selected 36 schools in four districts.

4. Office for Nepal Little Flower Society.

 Nepal Little Flower Society which was registered in 1995-06 in Lalitpur District, Nepal, has extended its activities in four districts. However it has no office of its own for the smooth functioning of its activities and further organizational structure.  It has been operating from the Fathers’ room which is not very practical with the present nature of work mainly with the European Union and other INGOS. In the meeting with the provincial it was decided that an office for the Society will be set up in the near future with partial support from the Province. Construction work for the office room, a new chapel and additional two guest rooms is started as an extension to the present Ashram in Narayangarh.

5.  LF School Narayangarh. 

This year also the students of our school came out in flying colours in the class X examinations. Out of the 25 students appeared four of them secured Distinction and all the rest First Division. A new jeep is purchased for the school on Bank loan.  Construction work for new six classrooms has started in full swing. 

6. Ignatian Retreat for the Parishioners.


Six days Ignatian Retreat was organized by Fr. Sani in Birgunj for the parishioners, Sisters and the Regent. Fr. Boby S.J. directed the retreat. It was the first time a six days retreat was conducted here and all derived much fruit from it.  Birgunj is one of the quasi parishes in the Vicariate. 

7. Transformer for Little Flower School Birgunj

Congratulations to Fr. Sani who succeeded to get a transformer for the school free of cost with the help of the local MP. Till now connection was taken from Jyoti factory, but had the problem of high voltage variation.  Now we enjoy normal electricity.

8. Condolence to Bro. Jinto Madathikunnel 

Our heart felt condolence to Bro. Jinto who lost his grand mother. He was able to take part in the funeral. Our prayers for the repose of her soul. May she rest in peace.

9. Onam Celebration in Bhairahawa.

Onam was celebrated in a befitting manner and with a religious touch in Bhairahawa with the initiative of Fr. Kulathinkal. Holy Mass was offered in Malayalam followed by fellowship meal with delicious payasam. The students from Kerala in Bhairahawa Medical College and others enjoyed the day well.  

10. Celebration of the Feast of the Little Flower 

Bishop Sharma was kind enough to be the Chief Celebrant of the Eucharistic Celebration on 1st October at Narayangarh. All the CST Fathers working in Nepal, Regent and the Religious who are working with us came together for the celebration. All the Fathers of the Vicariate Consult, Fathers from our neighbouring Missions, the members of the Managing Committee of the Little Flower School and the teachers of Little Flower School also joined us to share our joy. Vicariate Consult was held in Narayangarh in the afternoon.

Fathers, Nepal Mission. 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

News from our Benjamins

Inauguration of the Literary and Cultural Academy

It was on the day of Dhukhrana that we inaugurated the literary and cultural academy 2009-2010. We had solemn mass in the parish church. In the evening we had the inauguration of the academy. Sr. Josinna, principal of Sacred Heart College at Shorannur presided over the meeting and Sr. Rositta, the Mother Superior of CMC convent at Shorannur was the chief guest of the function. Brothers had arranged some cultural programme on that occasion. 

Sare Jahamse Acha

We celebrated the feast of assumption and Independence Day on the15th August. We had solemn mass in the morning by Rev. Fr. Sunil V.C. Fr. Jiby hoisted the flag. Bro. Jijo spoke on that occasion. It was a time to foster the sprit of nationalism in all of us. 

Maveli Vanne…………..

We had a grant Onam celebration on the 2nd of September. We conducted a special prayer service on the eve of the day. On the Thiruvonam day we organized different games. We had a sumptuous sadhya in the noon. Some of the neighbors also joined us in the celebration. 

Sa…..ri….ga….ma…….

“There is nothing in the world so much like prayer as music is. 
Music is your own experience, your thoughts, your wisdom.  If you don't live it, it won't come out of your horn.” Keeping this in mind we have arranged music class for the brothers. Mr. George comes here on every Thursday and teaches the brothers thabala, key board and drum. Brothers are actively participating in the classes. 

Renewing the Religious Spirit

The monthly recollection of the CST fathers was held in this seminary on the 10th of September. Almost 18 fathers were present from the different ashrams.

Test for the Best?

Brothers had exams from the 25th of September to the 2nd of October. Brothers are seriously studying for the exams. 

Minor Seminarians Get Together

Brothers along with Fr .Jiby went to Thrikkakara on the 3rd of October to participate in the minor seminarians gathering there. They had 3 days programme there and were back on the 6th. It was an occasion to know more about our congregation. 

Visit of Dear Fathers

We are very happy that many of our fathers visited us and inspired u s by their classes and their presence. Re.Fr. Provincial, Fr.Lona Kallely, Fr. John Vadakkel, Fr. Mathew Puthenpura, Fr.Francis Kilivallickal, Fr.Shibu Kuliraniyil, Fr.Sunny Pulichamakathottiyil, Fr. Fr.George Aranchery, Fr. Michael Chirayath, Fr.Augustine Pamplany and Fr. George Alangattukaran visited us in the last months. Thank you dear fathers.

Pain is Never Permanent.

Rev.Fr. Manjush, our rector was admitted in the hospital for two weeks due to back pain. He is getting the Ayurdedha treatment. Now he is taking rest in the house and slowly recovering from the trouble. We are earnestly praying for his good health.

Generosity Heart

Fr. Jose Manjiyil, CST

An old Religious Brother used to tell us during minor seminary days that we all should have a "Generosity Heart" in our life. We seminarians giggled and chuckled at it. We wanted to say that the old Brother is incorrect when he uses the adjective. It was a matter of false pride to express that we picked up a few Grammar Lessons in English. Now my question to you is this. Is it a compound noun like 'car factory', 'travel agent' or 'bath room'? We all know that we should say like this. We should have a 'Generous Heart'. What do you mean by generosity? Let us try to understand this concept. Oxford dictionary says that generosity is 'willing to give somebody money, gifts, time or kindness freely' For example, John treated us with generosity and thoughtfulness.

God is generous that is why he gives good showers in summer and bright sun in winter. We read in the book of Job like this. We cannot understand the great things he does, and to his miracles there is no end. He sends rain on the land and he waters the fields.

Yes, it is God who raises the humble and gives joy to all who mourn. In the book of Psalms we learnt that the Lord is great and is to be highly praised; his greatness is beyond understanding! His wisdom cannot be measured. He provides rain for the earth and makes grass grow on the hills. Praise him for the mighty things he has done. Praise his supreme greatness. In the Book of lsaiah we see what God says, "I will make you strong and help you; I will protect you and save you. Small and weak as you are, don't be afraid, I will help you. I will make rivers flow among barren hills and springs of water run in the valleys. I will turn the desert into pools of water and the dry land into flowing springs. Do not be afraid I will save you. I have called you by name you are mine. When you pass through deep waters I will be with you; when you pass through fire, you will not be burnt". Again in Psalms we read, "Happy is the person who is generous with his loans, who runs his business honestly. He gives generously to the needy, and his kindness never fails."

In order to explain the deep meaning of the concept 'generosity heart' I will tell you a story from the book 'You can win' by Shiv Khera. One day a ten year old boy went to an ice cream shop, sat at a table and asked the waitress, "How much is an ice cream cone?" She said, "Rupees twelve." The boy started counting the currencies in his hand. Then he asked how much a small cup of ice cream would cost. The waitress impatiently replied, "Ten rupees." The boy said, "I will have the small ice cream cup." He had his ice cream, paid the bill and left. When the waitress came to pick up the empty cup and plate, she was touched. Underneath were Two rupees note as tips. The little boy had consideration or generosity towards waitress before he ordered his ice cream. He showed his sensitivity and care. He thought of others before himself. If we all thought like the little boy, we would have a great place to live. Show consideration, courtesy, and politeness. Generosity shows a caring attitude.

Let me tell you some thing about the heart now. We all know the functions of the heart. Blood is distributed to all the parts of the body by the heart. Our hearts should be exactly like a 'pooraparambu' an open area of land used for festivals by Hindus in Kerala in which a lot of elephants are decorated. It can be termed in English as Festival grounds or Temple grounds. This particular festival is celebrated in April known as 'Vishu'. During this season we have festivals ​with decorated elephants in many temples. 'Thrissur pooram' attracts now a days a lot of tourists from different parts of lndia. I would like to illustrate a little about this open land without any fencing or barricades in front of the temple of Hindus. During festival, different types of people come to this place with different interests. Some are there to worship the Lord. Many people reach there to see elephants, youngsters reach there to see their friends. Business people and vendors are there to earn money, elephants are brought, beautifully decorated, to add to the gaiety and grandeur of the festivals. Local circus workers are there to entertain the public. Temple priests are there to help the devotees to offer pujas. Musicians and other artists are there to sing bhajans and other ragas for the festival. Thousands of people come and go. As good sanitation facilities are not provided people dirty the compound. Poor elephants have to stand for long hours and they are forced to urinate and defecate in the grounds. Dung heaps are visible as seen in waste grounds. In a nutshell, I can say that during festival the temple grounds become dirty. It is our experience that nobody takes pain to clean this large and open land after the festival. The good and generous Lord sends showers. Due to down- pouring of water from the cloudy skies the festival grounds pooraparambu is kept clean. Let's have a heart 'similar to Poora parambu in which every one has a free entry. As per the taste, people can do worship, or enjoy the festival. There are good and bad people. Let all come to our 'Generosity Heart' and enjoy their life or experience the friendship or have a beatific vision of God. Let us allow different people to do different things and enjoy their particular space in the world of love, care and concern. We know good people will do things differently. If we give this freedom of Personal space to every one we become people with generous hearts like a large and open land used for festivals or the boy who wanted to give tips chose a small cup of ice - cream and people celebrate life. Let' us celebrate diversity for unity.

Let us convert all disappointments in life as 'His appointments', problems in to opportunities. For this, we should be generous, kind and unselfish like the Good Lord who sends showers on the good ones and bad ones simultaneously. We have a beautiful dictum to remember "SELFLESSNESS IS LOVE AND LOVELESSNESS IS SELF."

From the Garden City……

· With a new Vision and Mission……
Fr. Antony Kannampilly CST and Fr. Dennies Ezuthupurackal CST have taken up their new tasks as the Superior and Rector, Procurator and Vice-Rector of Vidya Bhavan at Bangalore respectively.

· Ishbhakti Paramjnanam……

DVK resumed its new academic year on 8th June, 2009 with the Holy Eucharist and on 9th morning we had the Schola Brevis. Among the 12 Brothers, 7 Benjamins have started their theological studies and Fr.Dennies Ezuthupurackal has started specialization in Canon Low at DVK.  

· Feast of St. Antony…….

We celebrated the feast of St. Antony in our house and it was colourful as Fr. Antony Kolanchery joined us that day. He visited us after the retreat at RRC sharing his God Experience during the retreat. 
· Most welcome dear Father…….

Fr. Saji Paul came over here with the ambition of obtaining a B.Ed. from Christ University. He attends the classes staying at Gurukul, very adjacent to our house, Vidya Bhavan. Hearty welcome and best wishes dear Fr. Saji Paul.
· Too hot days ahead……

Our exams are fast approaching and it begins on 5th of October and ends on 17th. Remember us all in your valuable prayers. 

· An invitation……

Due to the exams we postponed the feast day celebrations of our Heavenly Patroness to 28th of October. I am glad to invite you all for the celebration here at Vidya Bhavan.
The ‘Little Way’ of an Ordinary Mystic

“In the coming age we must all become mystics or be nothing at all”

– Karl Rahner

It seems like an impossible task that we, you and I should become mystics, it is a challenging task but not an impossible one. What does it mean to be a mystic? Most of us link that word to the extra ordinary phenomena of visions, voices and ecstasies. We are ordinary people. For us mysticism means experiencing God in our daily lives. Seeing through and beyond the happenings of each day and allowing God to touch us, love us, heal us and draw us close to Him by our response to His very immediate and immanent love and mercy. 

As we celebrate the feast of St. Therese our heavenly patroness, it is a time for us to reflect up on the Little Way of spiritual childhood set forth by St. Therese. Her little way is a mystical way because it reaches God by love and not by reasoning. Mystical knowledge is not knowing ‘about’ God, but ‘knowing’ God Himself. It is an intuitive knowledge by and through love. Mystical knowledge is not anything we can obtain on our own. It is a free gift from God. All we can do is dispose ourselves to receive it by our daily fidelity to prayer and the duties of our state in life. Our fidelity to grace opens up our hearts for the action of the Holy Spirit so that God may reveal Himself to us in the depths of our being.    

The little way of our patroness is based on her awareness that God shows love by mercy and forgiveness, and she could not be “perfect” in following the Lord. St Therese believed that the people of her time lived in great fear of God's judgment. The fear was stifling and did not allow people to experience the freedom of the children of God. St Therese knew from her life that God is merciful love; many scripture passages in the Old and New Testaments bore out that truth. She loved the maternal images for God in the Old Testament and the love of God for us in Jesus Christ. In fact, St Therese once wrote that she could not understand how anyone could be afraid of a God who became a child. She also knew that she would never be perfect. Therefore, she went to God as a child approaches a parent . . . with empty hands and a profound trust. 

St Therese translated "the little way" in terms of a commitment to the tasks and to the people we meet in our everyday lives. She took her assignments in the convent of Lisieux as ways of manifesting her love for God and for others. She worked as a sacristan by taking care of the altar and the chapel; she served in the refectory and in the laundry room; she wrote plays for the entertainment of the community. Above all, she tried to show the same love for all the nuns in the community. She had no favorites; she gave of herself even to the difficult members. Her life sounds so routine and ordinary, but it was steeped in a loving commitment that knew no breakdown. It is called a "little way" precisely by being simple, direct, yet calling for amazing fortitude and commitment.  
In living out her life of faith she sensed that everything that she was able to accomplish came from the generous love of God in her life. She was convinced that at the end of her life she would go to God with empty hands. 
Thousands have been attracted to St Therese's style. Her “little way” seems to put holiness of life within the reach of ordinary people. It is an invitation to live out our days with confidence in God's love for us. Let us recognize that each day is a gift in which our life can make a difference by the way we choose to live it. Put hope in a future in which God will be all and love will consume our spirit. Choose life, not the darkness of greed and misery. 
RUHALAYA SAMACHAR

TOWARDS A NEW SHORE OF KNOWLEDGE

On 3rd July we lighted the lamp of new academic year, with new vigor and enthusiasm. On this day the community gathered around the altar to solemnize the most holy Raza. The academic year 2009-10 was inaugurated by mar. Sebastian Vadakel.

TO WORK IN THE VINEYARD OF CHRIST

It was a day of Jubilation for the entire Ruhalaya Community as the day was set apart to honour the new priests. 22 newly ordained priests were felicitated in a solemn ceremony. 2nd year theologians flourished and coloured this with various cultural programs.                                                                      
SAARE JAHAMSE ACHA HINDUSTAN HAMARA

On the occasion of the feast of Assumption and Independence Day solemn Holy Mass was celebrated. It was followed by flag hosting and in the evening the new comers had their maiden opportunity to come to the stage and entertain the community with their cultural programmes.  

UNITED WE STAND DIVIDED WE FALL

Thriller’s cup is one of the main competitions in the seminary to foster unity and co- operation in the batch. This term we witnessed a very fantastic basket ball match between four batches. CST brother’s upper hand in Basketball was clear and evident that two of us became the best player and top scorer of the tournament.  

CST MAJOR MINORITY

The arrival of the three more CST new comers made CST brothers a major minority in Ruhalaya Theologate. All are excelling in different fields and busy with study and other extracurricular activities.

VEENDUMORU POOKKALAM
We celebrated Onam with traditional festivities. Though Onam was on Wednesday we celebrated it here on Thursday. Since we are having rule of language here Maveli came on the very day but went back and sent his dupe who is having little knowledge in MANGLISH. We had a delicious Onam Sadhya with a variety of 23 items of curries.
Little Flower Ashram, Jungle Sikri

Blessing of Prateeksha

One of the five houses of Prateeksha - a home for the homeless is completed and blessed on 14th July 2009. So far the children and the director were staying in a temporary building. On 14th at 4 p.m. Bishop Thomas Thuruthimattam and Bishop Dominic Kokkat were welcomed by the children. Bishop Dominic cut the ribbon and opened the door. His Excellency also unveiled the memorial slab. Very Rev. Fr. John Olickal, Provincial welcomed the chief guests and all present. Bishop Thomas Thuruthimattam blessed and dedicated the building to God for the service of Children in Distress. All the CST Fathers and Priests and Sisters from the city and staff of Child – Line Gorakhpur were present. Fr. John Vadakel the Superior of the Ashram thanked all. Tea was served to all who present for the functions. “Anna Bhavan” the main Building of the Prateeksha is completed and ready for occupations. Fr. Savio is looking after the construction of the building.

So many personalities come over here to celebrate their children’s birthday with the children in Prateeksha. Mr. M.Y. Stalin N.C.C. Commanding officer Gorakhpur, celebrated his birthday with the children. Miss Saba Ahamad City in charge (CIF North India) as part of her itinerary visited Prateeksha and Ashram. Miss Saba joined us for the dinner.

 Little Flower Ashram 

We are happy to welcome Rev. Fr. Sunny Pulichamackathottiyil as the new member of the Ashram on 12th August 2009. He is the Associate Manager of Automobile Workshop. So many people visited our Ashram and Prateeksha and other Institutes. Rev. Fathers. George Aranchery former Director of Prateeksha from Africa, Joby Mamalassery from Germany, Cyril Mangarayil the newly ordained Priest of the Province, Mathew Puthenpura with the seminarians from Walterganj and Abhilash Souriankuzhiyil are a few among them. Fathers John Vadakel and Jose Paul Thottumarickal have gone to Kerala for the Second Session of the General Synaxis. Fr. Sunny also went for home visit. Now all are back and busy with their duties.

Little Flower Vocational Training Institute

After so many days of publicity and admission process the new academic year started on 3rd August 2009. Fr. John Vadakel inaugurated the classes with a small prayer services. There are around 100 students this year. 

Little Flower Social Work

Little Flower Society in collaboration with Sahara Welfare Foundation arranged a Medical Camp for the physically disabled persons in Raiganj village on 13th July. The camp was inaugurated by Fr. John Vadakel, the Director of social work. 61 persons came for the Medical check up and they were advised to do further action. Two camps for the Mahila Sangh were arranged by the Social Work. On 15th July in our campus 30 mahilas took part in this camp. Another camp was arranged in the village on 17th September where 70 mahilas actively took part. The camp was animated by Mrs. Kanchana from P.G.S.S. We are conducting nine sewing centers in the villages. All those who have completed six months training and appeared for the written and practical examinations arranged by the social work department in collaboration with the Little Flower V.T.I. From three centers 38 girls appeared exam and given provisional certificates issued by Little Flower VTI. The Pradan of Jungle Sikri presented the certificates on 7th September 2009. Our Automobile and Fabrication workshops are functioning well. Frs. Bijoy, Sunny and Savio are guiding the workshops in full enthusiasm. 

We wish you all the festal greetings
of the Little Flower our Heavenly Patroness.

ST. THERESE, PATRONESS OF PRIESTS
Observing the year of the Priest is a graceful occasion for us to reflect and draw inspiration from the Little Flower, who was a true supporter of priests. And she is one of the saints in modern era, expressed great appreciation and admiration for priests and priesthood. Of course, it may lend her to attain the honour as patroness of priests in the near future. Because in her autobiography in many places she mentions about priests, missionaries and missions. The very vocation she received was a result of her desire to pray for priests. And she expressed her intense love for priests and priesthood in her very intention to join the Carmelites. She says, “I had come here to save souls and above all to pray for priests.”


Actually her journey to Rome made her to reflect over the importance to pray for priests. In her own words, “I had been puzzled about the chief object for which the reformed Carmelites exist, pray for sinners by all means, but why priests? Surely their souls were like flawless crystal already: it bothered me”. From this it is clear that her earlier understanding of priests changes. For on her trip to Rome, she lived for a month among a lot of good priests, which led her to realize that although their high office make them to take rank above angles they have their frailties and weaknesses like other men. So she found an effective weapon to support and appreciate priests is prayer and mortification. Because they set aside everything to give testimony to the word of God. And only prayer can sustain their lost energies, comfort their hearts and crown their work with spiritual achievements.


Realizing the importance and relevance of priests she goes further and says, “I want to be a priest, how lovingly I can carry you in my hands when you come down from heaven at my call; how lovingly I can bestow you upon men’s soul; and yet with all this desire to be a priest, I have nothing but admiration and envy for the humility of St. Francis Assisi; I am willing to imitate him in refusing the honour of the priesthood”. Indeed it expresses her profound and holistic vision on priesthood. Because only priests have the duty and honour of being Christ’s witness and of proclaiming him to the world. Like the prophets of the OT priests make known God’s great deed and His love for men.


She not only expresses her ardent desire to become a priests but also acknowledges her unworthiness to receive this precious gift as St. Francis Assisi. For it is an extraordinary gift and an honour from God to a few chosen ones. So the chosen one have the responsibility to strive to love the truth, to be loyal, to be genuinely compassionate and to be men of integrity. That is why St. Gregory of Nazianzus opined, “we must begin by purifying ourselves before purifying others; we must be instructed to be able to instruct, become light to illuminate draw close to God to bring him close   to others.”


Let this year be an occasion for us to appreciate and understand the deeper meaning of our own call and priesthood. As St.Therese realized her vocation as love, we also should understand the worth of our call. She says, “love is the motive force which enable the members of the church to act; if it ceased to function the Apostles would forget to preach the gospel, the martyrs would refuse to shed their blood.” Let this same love motivate and inspire every priest in his priestly ministry. Indeed the Little Flower will shower the roses from heaven and intercede for priests.

Dennis. CST

Gurukul Days

Independence Day 

Along with each and every citizen of our nation we also celebrated the 62nd Independence Day of our Mother Land. With the chorus of Parade, Independence Day message, National Anthem and other programmes Rev. Fr. Rector hoisted the National Flag. It was an occasion for us to remember and respect the great leaders of the Independence struggle and to imbibe the principles and values they upheld. 

Village outreach 

We had a day to be in the villages and to touch and experience the true situation of our people. We put up AIDS awareness programme and also did cleaning activities in a village in Basti. We extend our gratitude to Fr. Francis Kilivallickal and the staff of DISA for guiding and supporting us wholeheartedly. 

Onam Celebrations

Onam, the festival of prosperity and equality was celebrated with joy and enthusiasm. A number of traditional competitions of Kerala were also arranged to boost our spirit. We express our sincere thanks to Sr. Lilly SRA for helping us in preparing Kerala food and especially payasam. 
Half Yearly Exams

Half yearly exams for us commenced on 09th September and were concluded on 25th September. We hope good results. Now after the exams we are busy preparing for the feast of the Little Flower.

For The General Chapter

Rev. Fr. Rector participated in the second session of the General Chapter conducted in our Generalate.  He is back to us with the regards of the General Administration and new enthusiasm.

Novena to the Little Flower

The nine days’ novena in preparation for the feast of the Little Flower is on with great devotion. Everyday evening we conduct solemn novena reflecting and meditating on various themes from the spirituality of the Little Flower. Fathers in and around Basti are helping us in growing rooted in the spirituality of the Little Flower.  We express our sincere gratitude to the fathers who are enlightening us with their reflections on the spirituality of the Little Flower. 

Feasts of St. Therese and St. Mathew 

On September 30th evening we celebrated the Feasts of St. Therese and St. Mathew solemnly. As Fr. Rector was out for General Synaxis we clubbed both the celebrations. Solemn prayer service and novena started at 06.30pm followed by cultural evening and dinner. Fathers and Sisters from Basti region and teachers from Basti giving classes for us also joined us on this joyous occasion.

Birth days

October  

George Aranchery 


11

Theophane  Kilianthara 

23

Benoy Palakuzhy 


20

Cherian Puthussery 

29

Robil Chempakasseril 

02

Manu Kaithaparambil 

22

Dennis Kochuveetil 

08

Jinto Madathikunnel 

16 

November 

Antony Kolenchery 

05

Giby Njaralakattu 

21

Thomas Plathottam 

12

Biju Anchekkaril 


09

December

Sebastian Chokkattu 

09

Lona Kallely 


29

Shibu Kulirany 


16

Sunny Pulichamackkathottil
26

Shinto Varakil  


05
Feast Days

October 

Francis Kilivally 


04

December 

John Kulathinkal 


27

Xavier Namplampara 

03

John Olickal  


27

Francis Thekkumkattil 

03

John Vadakel 


27

Jojo Vadakel 


27

Santhosh Pattathekuzhy 

03
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